
 

 

 

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST FAMILIES OF WINE 

ANNOUNCE NEW COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Taking AFFW into its next phase 

 
Media release – for immediate release 
December 2016 
 

Australia’s First Families of Wine (AFFW), a collective of Australia’s leading and 

most loved family owned, multi-generational wine businesses, is delighted to 

announce their new Chair, Bruce Tyrrell, fourth generation CEO and winemaker 

from Tyrrell’s (1858) in the Hunter Valley.  Bruce assumed the chair from Yalumba’s 

Robert Hill Smith at a recent full board meeting in Adelaide, becoming the fifth chair 

of this esteemed wine group. 

Katherine Brown, one of the fourth generation Brown ‘sisters’ from Brown Brothers 

(1889) in Milawa, Victoria, has also taken over a lead role, as chair of the Next 

Generation of AFFW, replacing inaugural Chair Scott McWilliam, who has handed 

over the baton. 

AFFW has been an active collaborative group on the international wine scene since 

their launch in 2009.  Last year they travelled to the US and Canada, as well as 

undertaking domestic events, with two consumer-based events in Perth.  2017 sees a 

full program of activity, including another visit to the US as part of Wine Australia’s 

Spring Roadshow amongst other domestic plans that will be revealed.  Bruce Tyrrell 

is looking forward to being at the helm for exciting times ahead. 

“It’s a great honour to be the fifth Chair of AFFW and I’m looking forward a busy few 

years.  As a group, we have successfully communicated the purpose of AFFW with 

media and trade, at home and around the world, evidenced by the recognition we 

enjoy at this level.  Over the course of my tenure, I look forward to talking more 



directly to consumers, particularly domestically, to establish the AFFW marque as a 

trusted friend when selecting and drinking premium Australian wine. We will 

continue to engage with media and trade internationally as there is still much work 

to give quality Australian wine the profile and respect it deserves.  And stories!  Of 

course we will continue to tell our stories!  And for those who know me, you can rest 

assured that I’ll have some opinions on all the happenings on the exciting wine 

landscape,” Bruce said. 

Katherine Brown added, “I’m looking forward to continuing to drive the agenda of 

the Next Gen of AFFW, strongly established by inaugural Chair, Scott McWilliam.  

Our aim as a Next Gen group is to support the purpose of AFFW by communicating 

the importance of the history and provenance of our wine families, albeit it in a fresh, 

exciting and engaging way. We’re particularly interested in utilising digital, 

thinking about new ways to present and talk about wine via fun events and engage 

with the new generation of wine lovers in their language.  And as the future leaders 

of our family businesses, we have the opportunity to learn from each other and share 

information, in the true spirit of collaboration.  We really are a great, big wine 

‘family’.” 

For more information about AFFW, head to www.affw.com.au. Or follow us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/AFFW1, Twitter: @AFFWine and Instagram: @affwine. 

 

Australia’s First Families of Wine: the Heart & Soul of Australian Wine 

Brown Brothers, Campbells, d’Arenberg, De Bortoli Wines, Henschke, 

Howard Park, Jim Barry Wines, McWilliam’s Wines, Tahbilk, Taylors, 

Tyrrell’s Wines, Yalumba 

ENDS 

Bruce Tyrrell, Chair of AFFW, is available for interview and comment 

Katherine Brown, Chair of AFFW Next Gen is available for interview and 

comment 

For interviews or comment please contact: 

Kathy Lane, FireWorks PR, Promotions & Events 

Phone:  + 61 (03) 9645 5539   Mobile:  + 61 (0) 419 392 183 

Email:  media@fireworkspr.com.au 

 

BACKGROUND 

AFFW came together as an extended family in 2009, to tell the tales and stories behind their family 

businesses, both here and around the world.  Self-funded, the group has driven the messages of quality 

and provenance of premium Australian wine, sharing stories and anecdotes as custodians of some of 

http://www.affw.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/AFFW1
mailto:media@fireworkspr.com.au


the most iconic vineyards this country boasts.  With wines made with a true sense of place and with a 

genuine history full of passion, innovation and provenance, AFFW is well placed to claim ownership 

of the ‘family’ mantle. 

AFFW has a democratic system of management, with the chairmanship moving every two years.  

Previous chairs have included inaugural Chair Alister Purbrick (Tahbilk), Ross Brown (Brown 

Brothers), Mitchell Taylor (Taylors) and immediate past Chair, Robert Hill Smith (Yalumba). 

The Next Generation (Next Gen) of AFFW established their own committee in 2015 and the inaugural 

Chair was Scott McWilliam, sixth generation winemaker from McWilliam’s (1877). 

 

 


