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Australia’s leading wine group, Australia’s First Families of Wine (AFFW) is this week 
celebrating their first anniversary with events being held in Melbourne.  
Winemakers, proprietors and ‘next generation’ members representing each of the 
twelve families will attend the celebrations including: 
 
Ross & Katherine Brown, Brown Brothers; Colin & Susie Campbell, Campbells;  
Chester Osborn, d’Arenberg; Leanne DeBortoli & Kate Webber, DeBortoli; 
Prue & Stephen Henschke, Henschke; Amy & Natalie Burch , Howard Park;  
Peter & Sue Barry, Jim Barry Wines; Doug & Scott McWilliam, McWilliam’s;  
Alister & Hayley Purbrick, Tahbilk; Mitchell & Clinton Taylor, Taylors;  
Bruce and Jane Tyrrell , Tyrrell’s; Robert Hill Smith, Yalumba 
 
AFFW is this country’s leading wine group; a collective of twelve of Australia’s 
foremost multi-generational, quality focussed winemaking families, they represent 
the ‘heart and soul’ of Australian wine.  Launched in Sydney in August 2009, their 
commitment is to tell the stories behind these heritage brands whilst educating 
trade and consumers on the calibre, integrity and regional diversity of the wines they 
make. 
 
Author Graeme Lofts, a wine enthusiast, was so inspired by the AFFW story that he 
has written a book about the group and its launch in Melbourne this week, by wine 
luminary James Halliday AM, is the cornerstone of the anniversary celebrations.  
Titled Heart & Soul, the book is an in depth reflection of each of the twelve families, 
their history, stories, heritage and contribution to the Australian wine landscape 
whilst paying tribute to the great characters behind these iconic Australian names.   
 
AFFW’s first anniversary also sees the handover from inaugural Chairman, Alister 
Purbrick of Victoria’s Tahbilk winery, to Ross Brown, Proprietor and third generation 
winemaker from Brown Brothers of Milawa, north east Victoria’s leading and largest 
wine business. 
 
The first year has seen a number of important initiatives by AFFW.  After launching in 
August 2009, AFFW launched into the UK market in May 2010 and was successful in 



securing a Promoting Australian Produce – Major Events grant by the Federal 
Government to support their comprehensive marketing initiatives, designed to 
promote the standing of Australian wine both domestically and internationally. 
 
Chairman Ross Brown said, “We’ve had a busy first year with some great 
achievements. The launch of Heart & Soul and a dinner with trade and corporate 
friends in Melbourne this week will consolidate our position as Australia’s leading 
winemaking group.   Our plan for the year ahead is to continue telling the AFFW 
stories of quality, regionality, diversity and character by launching into other key 
international markets.  There are exciting times ahead.  I’m personally delighted to 
be presiding over such a prestigious group of passionate and committed wine people 
in the second phase of our long term strategy,” he said. 
 
AFFW’s first anniversary events are as follows: 
 
Wednesday 27 October, 2010 
 
Launch of Heart & Soul:   
4-6pm 
Eureka 89, Level 89 Eureka Tower, 7 Riverside Quay, Southbank 
Chairman Ross Brown will welcome family members and guests; author Graeme 
Lofts; James Halliday AM; Katherine Drew from John Wiley & Co 
 
First Anniversary Dinner: 
7pm – 11pm 
Eureka 89, Level 89 Eureka Tower, 7 Riverside Quay, Southbank 
Chairman Ross Brown will welcome family members and James Halliday AM as well 
as VIP trade and corporate guests including Jeff & Felicity Kennett; Stephen Strachan, 
Australian Winemakers’ Federation; Will Fowles, Piper Capital; Marcus Padley, media 
commentator; Sandy Clark, Myer Board; Ben Edwards, Australian Sommeliers’ 
Association; Julian Gerner, Melbourne Pub Group; Michael Harms, Chair, Australian 
Racing Radio 
 

Australia’s First Families of Wine: the Heart & Soul of Australian Wine 
 

Brown Brothers, Campbells, d’Arenberg, De Bortoli, Henschke, 
Howard Park, Jim Barry, McWilliam’s, Tahbilk, Taylors, 

Tyrrell’s, Yalumba 
 

Photographers and film crews welcome and interviews available on request. 
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BACKGROUNDER 
 
 

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST FAMILIES OF WINE – AN OVERVIEW: 
 

- launched in Sydney in August 2009 after 12 multi generational family owned 
wineries recognised a common need to raise the profile of Australia’s 
winemaking heritage and image whilst collectively pursuing global market 
opportunities 
 

- launched in the UK in May 2010 with plans for further international activity 
 
- AFFW together has over 1200 years of collective winemaking experience and 

ownership of leading Australian wine brands 

 
- AFFW owns more than 5,500 hectares of Australia’s finest vineyards including 

some iconic ‘sacred sites’ 
 

- Represents Australian’s major wine regions across four states: WA, SA, Vic & 
NSW 

 
- Positioned as a representative, not splinter, group that together present a 

compelling overview of the depth, breadth and diversity of Australian 
regional and varietal wine 

 
- Whilst membership criteria is comprehensive, new members with shared 

values and beliefs who meet the criteria are welcomed 

 
- The ‘heart and soul’ of Australian wine with a responsibility as custodians of 

the industry, to promote all Australian wine thereby contributing to the 
success of all 

 
- Environmentally conscious and responsible, adhering to best environmental 

practices throughout their businesses 

 
- The charter is to engage consumers, retailers, restaurateurs and industry 

colleagues around the globe to understand the quality of Australian wine, 
appreciate its character and the characters and personalities behind the 
brands 

 
 

More information is available at www.affw.com.au 
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