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SATURDAY 27 MAY FROM 1PM –  
MEDIA ALERT & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 

 
ELDER GAIL MABO TO RAISE INDIGENOUS FLAGS FOR 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2017 
 

WHO:  Gail Mabo is the daughter of Indigenous activist Eddie Mabo and his wife Bonita, and 
is a Torres Strait Islander Elder.  Gail is a multi-disciplinary artist who currently lives in 
Townsville, Queensland.  With a strong history in dance and choreography, Gail currently 
works as a visual artist, drawing on her contemporary expression of Indigenous identity and 
connection to the land. 

Gail will be joined by the Victorian Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the Hon. Natasha Hutchins 
and Wurundjeri Elder Aunty Margaret Gardiner. 

WHAT:  Celebrating the significant contributions and achievements of our country’s First 
Peoples and acknowledging a commitment to maintaining strong relationships with 
Indigenous communities, Gail will be in Melbourne to raise two permanent flags – the 
Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags – in recognition of National 
Reconciliation Week activities.  These flags will proudly fly permanently in the heart of 
Melbourne at Fed Square.  

This historic moment will be the immediate prelude to Michael Long’s The Long Walk that 
includes a program of live music before Michael leads the walk to the MCG. 

 

WHERE & WHEN:    
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Federation Square, Corner of Swanston & Flinders Street, Melbourne  

Flag-raising ceremony commences at 1.00pm, this Saturday 27 May 

 

WHY:   This historic moment will commemorate two milestones in Australia’s reconciliation 
history; the 50th Anniversary of the 1967 Referendum on 27 May, which changed the 
Australian Constitution to count Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the census; 
and the 25th Anniversary of the High Court of Australia’s 1992 Mabo decision on 3 June, 
which overturned the assumption of terra nullius and recognised Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples’ land rights. 
 
This momentous occasion will also officially launch Fed Square’s WE | HERE | NOW 
program, a week-long series of special events recognising Reconciliation Week 2017, 
bringing together a huge range of civic, sporting and cultural partners, as well as artists, 
academics and activists. 

Gail Mabo and Fed Square’s CEO Jonathan Tribe will be available for photo opportunities 
and interviews. 

ENDS   
For all other media enquiries including pre-event interviews and images please contact: 
Kathy Lane, FireWorks PR Promotions & Events 
T: 03 9645 5539, M: 0419 392 183 or E: kathylane@fireworkspr.com.au 
 
 
BACKGROUNDER:  
 
Gail Mabo | Torres Strait Islander Elder 
Gail Mabo is a multi-disciplinary artist, currently residing in Townsville, whose practices include dance, 
acting and visual art. She was born in Queensland in 1965 to revered land rights activist Eddie Mabo 
and Bonita Mabo (who in 2013 was named as an Officer in the General Division of the Order of 
Australia). 
 
After completing her early education at the first school for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in 
Townsville, opened by her father in the 1970s, Gail studied dance at the Aboriginal and Islander Dance 
Theatre in Sydney from 1984 to 1987. She performed in Jimmy Chi’s Bran Nue Dae in its 1991 Sydney 
season and worked as a choreographer and dancer in Tracey Moffat's 1986 short film Watch Out, and 
as an actor in Moffat’s Nice Coloured Girls in 1985. In 2005 she directed the stage show Koiki which 
was a performance based on the life of her father. 
 
In 2005 she completed a Certificate IV in Visual Arts at the Barrier Reef Institute of TAFE and a Diploma 
of Visual Arts at the same TAFE in 2007. She has enjoyed immediate success as a visual artist that has 
seen her involved in many group and solo exhibitions across Australia. Her work deals with 
contemporary expressions of Indigenous identity, peeling back of layers of history to reveal the spirits 
of the Indigenous peoples who lived on these lands. Much of her work is inspired by connection to 
land, and invites the audience to reflect on their own lives and experiences within this land. Gail is also 
a highly sought after public speaker and the mother of triplets.  
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